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1 Reimagine Literacy  
Instruction for Grades 3–8 

Imagine Reading is a research-based, supplemental solution that helps students in 
grades 3–8 become strong readers, critical thinkers, and confident communicators. 

•  Strong Readers: Students practice interactive close reading of both fiction and 
nonfiction texts, while multimedia scaffolding and embedded instruction in 
comprehension strategies help them access grade-level complex text. 

•  Critical Thinkers: Students answer thought-provoking Focus Questions to 
engage critically with the text and utilize the highlighting and annotation 
tools to help cite text evidence. In addition, students collaborate on the 
Group Synthesis Project at the end of each unit. 

•  Confident Communicators: Students learn to effectively communicate their 
thoughts through speaking and writing. Teacher-facilitated discussions and 
project-based learning provide opportunities for students to talk about texts 
and practice the conventions of discourse.
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2 Texts Worth Talking About

Imagine Reading is the first digital program for literacy that’s designed with a focus 
on discourse. Texts are organized by theme with a Focus Question to guide critical 
engagement and classroom discussion.
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The passages within each Imagine Reading unit have a wide range of Lexile levels. 
At a minimum, we recommend that students read at the following Lexile levels to 
access program content. 

•  Grades 3-5: 550 L 

•  Grades 6-8: 750L 

We also recommend that English Learners (ELs) have at least a developing 
proficiency level (for example, 2.9 or greater on WIDA ACCESS).

Target Student Users
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4 Getting Started

Computers and Devices:
To ensure a smooth student experience, test all devices 
in advance. For a complete list of supported devices and 
installation details, please visit help.imaginelearning.com. 

Headsets:
Imagine Reading is best utilized with headphones as students 
will be watching videos and accessing optional audio support.

Student and Educator login
Visit login.imaginelearning.com to log in. 

USERNAME

PASSWORD

SITE CODE
Site code is not necessary for educators.

https://help.imaginelearning.com/hc/en-us
https://api.imaginelearning.com/signin?returnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DDirectLoginClient%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fapi.imaginelearning.com%252FproductSelection%26response_type%3Did_token%2520token%26scope%3Dapi.transfer%2520api.assessment%2520api.manager%2520api.permissions%2520openid%26state%3Da7c328ec5e6c4c10b48c2e96c26ee8bc%26nonce%3Db0eef843817d4092ba6f67beb1087a9c
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5 Adding Students

Discuss available rostering options with your 
Customer Success Manager (CSM). 

•  If you are manually rostering students one-by-one or via 
spreadsheet, follow the steps in the Setup Wizard. 

•  If you are rostering via a third-party vendor such as Classlink 
or Clever, coordinate with your school or district and your CSM 
to get the file sent to Imagine Learning.

ROSTERING OPTION
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6 Verifying Student Info

Students imported via an SIS (Student Information System) will have limited 
editable fields in Imagine Reading. Any field with a lock symbol in Imagine 
Reading should be edited instead in the SIS. This information will then update  
in Imagine Reading during the nightly file synchronization process. 

After students have been rostered, go to Manage Students to verify that 
rostering is correct and all students are in the appropriate group(s). Use the 
pencil icon to edit Product Settings if desired.
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7 Student Login

Student Login
Launch the app or visit login.imaginelearning.com.  
(Be sure to use Google Chrome.)

Print student log in cards
Go to Manage Students. Select the check box to the left of Name 
to select all students. Then click Print Login Cards.

Select Imagine Reading from the product selection screen  
(as applicable). Navigate to the unit and reading passage as 
directed by the teacher.

The seven-digit Site Code for all students is                               .
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8 Unit Library 
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9 A Blended Model for  
Deep Reading

  Learning begins with the Focus Question video to engage students in thinking 
about the central idea for the entire unit. 

  Each reading passage in the unit contains three parts. First, the teacher 
facilitates a Power Sentence Lesson focused on deriving meaning and analyzing 
author’s craft within a specific sentence in the upcoming reading passage.  

  Next, students read the passage independently in the online program, 
where strategic scaffolding helps students reach rigorous, grade-level 
standards and texts. 

  Supported by a discussion protocol, teachers lead and facilitate offline 
discussions about each text, helping students develop critical thinking skills  
as they apply their learning through academic discourse. 

  The end-of-unit Synthesis Project encourages students to respond to the 
unit’s related passages critically, creatively, and collaboratively. 
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10 Jump Start Units

Jump Start units are mini-units that contain all of the instructional components  
of standard units, but in an abbreviated format. Teachers and students receive 
additional guidance to master program navigation and the instructional flow 
before moving on to longer units.  

We recommend that you work through the first Jump Start passage together with 
your students as they read, discuss, respond to questions, and explore the features 
pointed out in the tutorial tips.
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11 Focus Question 

Imagine Reading is the first digital program for literacy that’s designed with 
a focus on discourse. Units are organized by theme with a Focus Question 
to guide classroom discussion. These Focus Questions aren’t just checks for 
understanding—they are substantive questions intended to fire students’ 
imaginations and foster enthusiastic discourse. Each of the related texts in  
the unit contributes to deepening students’ understanding of the key ideas  
that are explored.

 Instructional videos at the beginning of each unit model 
the Focus Question. Use these videos and the example 
discussion questions to introduce the unit to your class.

Instructional videos 
at the beginning 
of each unit
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Deep Reading Cycle: 
There are three components to each passage in the unit. The first is a teacher-
facilitated Power Sentence Lesson, followed by students reading the passage 
independently online. In the last step of the Deep Reading Cycle, the class 
extends and personalizes their learning using the discussion questions  
provided for each passage.

Power Sentence Lesson 

The Power Sentence Lesson focuses on a rich, information-packed sentence in the 
passage and helps students unpack the sentence idea by idea, exploring meaning, 
language, and syntax. In addition to learning how to analyze the academic 
language they find in these texts, students learn to consider author’s craft. How else 
might the author have written the sentence? Why did the author choose to write it 
this way? What relationships are being expressed or explored in the text? 

The teacher portal provides instructional resources, including printable 
sentence strips, and a digital presentation mode.

12 Power Sentence Lesson
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13 Independent Close Reading

Close reading is the thoughtful, critical analysis of a text that directs the reader’s 
focus to the text itself. It focuses on significant details or patterns in order to 
develop a deep, precise understanding of the text.  

Research shows that students are four times more likely to learn new vocabulary 
when using a series of related texts. Imagine Reading organizes complex, grade-
level texts into thematic text sets that cover a vast array of topics and genres. 

Imagine Reading supports close reading with a variety of scaffolds that help 
students read independently. 

During their close reading, students encounter multiple instances where they are 
asked to cite text evidence. Every passage includes a culminating question where 
students  highlight their prior answers and write an integrated summary of what 
they have read. 
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To wrap up each text, use the discussion questions to facilitate passage-specific 
conversations relating to the Focus Question. Encourage students to use examples 
from the passage to support their answers. This may be done via group discussion  
or by using the discussion questions as journaling prompts. 

There are additional discussion questions for the entire unit as well.  
Access these from the Unit Overview page. 

Discussion Questions

The Group Synthesis Project is the culminating activity of each unit. Through 
project-based learning, students negotiate a shared understanding of the answer 
to the Focus Question and demonstrate their learning to the class. Students may 
present their conclusions in a variety of formats including the following:

 Poster 
 Slideshow 
 Video 

 Podcast 
 Play or poem 
 Expressive dance  

Questions to facilitate 
passage-specific 

conversations

Synthesis Project 15

1 4

2 5

3 6
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16 Grading 

•  Open-ended questions require teacher 
grading. Click Show Rubric for guidance 
on how to grade. Click a response to 
award points to the student. Previously-
scored answers show teacher-selected 
scores in gray.

Each passage has a Grading view. Click Grading under Step 2: Deep Reading 
Cycle to view and grade individual responses. 

•  Use the blue arrows to scroll through each question to see student responses. 
Then, click i to see a list of students who selected that response.



18

17 Reports 

The Overview Report shows your students’ scores across all units. Drill down 
through the columns to view scores for each passage. Scores are updated 
as students submit each passage. By hovering over the graphic, you can see 
students’ points and percentages for correct, incorrect, and not marked 
(ungraded) questions. 

All open-ended questions automatically get counted as a 0 until they are 
graded. Make sure all grading is complete before viewing the Reports Tab  
to ensure scores are accurate. 
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18 Flexible Implementation 
Models 

Monday

• Introduce Focus 
Question 
(5-10 min)

• Power Sentence 
Lesson for  
Passage 1  
(15-20 min)

Students read 
Passage 1
(20-30 min)

Students read 
Passage 2
(20-30 min)

Tuesday ThursdayWednesday

• Discuss Passage 1 
(5-10 min)

• Power Sentence 
Lesson for  
Passage 2 
(15-20 min)

Friday 

Teachers lead 
30-minute web 
conference:
• Discuss Passage 2 

(5-10 min)
• Review 

(15-20 min)

Hybrid Learning Model: Sample weekly schedule
Students physically attend school for part of the week and do additional learning in a virtual environment.
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Monday 

30-minute web 
conference: 
• Introduce Focus 

Question 
(5-10 min)

• Power Sentence 
Lesson for  
Passage 1  
(15-20 min)

Tuesday

Read Passage 1
(20-30 min)

Thursday

Read Passage 2
(20-30 min)

Wednesday

30-minute web 
conference: 
• Discuss Passage 1 

(5-10 min
• Power Sentence 

Lesson for  
Passage 2  
(15-20 min)

Friday 

30-minute web 
conference:
• Discuss Passage 2 

(5-10 min)
• Review 

(15-20 min)

Virtual Learning Model: Sample weekly schedule
Students learn in a virtual environment and communicate with their teacher through video conferencing.
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Monday WednesdayTuesday Thursday Friday

In-person Learning Model: Sample weekly schedule
Students physically attend school for five days a week.

Introduce Focus 
Question  
(5-10 min)

Passage 1:  
Power Sentence 
Lesson  
(15-20 min)

Passage 1: 
Class Discussion 
(5-10 min)

Passage 2: 
Power Sentence 
Lesson  
(15-20 min)

Passage 1:  
Independent 
Reading  
(20-30 min)

Passage 2: 
Independent 
Reading  
(20-30 min)

Passage 2: 
Class Discussion 
(5-10 min)

Review/Catch-up 
(15-20 min)

+

IN-PERSON HYBRID VIRTUAL

Imagine Reading provides support for a continuum of learning models, 
including resources for both online and offline learning.



20

19 Imagine Learning 
University

Access on-demand, self-paced courses in Imagine Learning University 
to get started and for on-going support throughout the year. A one-stop 
shop for learning, available 24/7.

Visit Imagine Learning University, just 
one click away in your teacher portal.



help.imaginelearning.com 

support@imaginelearning.com 

1.866.457.8776

facebook.com/imaginelearning

twitter.com/imaginelearning

pinterest.com/imaginelearning

https://help.imaginelearning.com/hc/en-us

	Username: 
	Password: 
	Site Code: 
	Rostering Option: 


