
Term Definition Example

acre A U.S. standard unit of measurement
used to measure large areas, often
used to measure an area of land. 

acute angle An angle that measures between 
0°and 90°.

add To combine or join two or more 
numbers or groups to find the 
total.

addend When two or more quantities are
added, each quantity is called an
addend.

Vocabulary Word List
Grades 3-5



adjacent Attached or next to.

algorithm A step-by-step set of directions for 
performing a procedure.

a.m.
A time in the morning. A time between
midnight and noon. Example: 7:00
a.m. means "7 o'clock in the
morning."

angle
When two line segments or rays share
an endpoint, and one rotates or turns
away from the other, it forms an
angle. The angle is named and
measured by the amount of the turn
or rotation.

Term Definition Example
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approximately Almost the exact amount.

area
The area of a flat, closed figure is a
measure of the number of same-size
squares that fill the shape with no
spaces or overlaps.

area model
A model of multiplication that shows
the partial products resulting from
splitting the two factors into place-
value parts. Each section of the model
shows a partial product. The sum of
the partial products is the product of
the two factors.

array A collection of objects, pictures, or 
numbers arranged in equal-sized rows 
and equal-sized columns.

Term Definition Example
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associative property of addition
When there are three or more
addends, they may be grouped in
different ways to add. The sum will be
the same no matter which way they
are grouped. Use parentheses to show
which addends are grouped.

associative property of
multiplication

When there are three or more factors,
they may be grouped in different
ways to multiply. The product will be
the same no matter which way they
are grouped. Use parentheses to show
which factors are grouped.

availability (of a product) A state of being accessible or ready to 
be used, sold, or purchased.

Term Definition Example
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bar graph (bar chart)
A graph using rectangular bars where
the height or length of each bar
represents a value from the data
being graphed. The bars are spaced
evenly without touching.

base-10 number system

The number system we use is a base-
ten system. It is also known as a
decimal system. It has ten digits from
0 to 9 that allow you to write all real
numbers by using place value and a
decimal point. The value of a digit
depends on its position in a number.
Each position is 10 times the value of
the digit to its right. 

base (of a figure)
In a solid figure, the base is the surface that it 
is standing on. In a polygon, any side can be a 
base. However, the base is often named as the 
bottom side. Also, if the top and bottom of a 
solid figure or a polygon are parallel, then both 
are considered bases.

Term Definition Example
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benchmark fractions Common fractions like ½, ¼, and ¾ 
that can be used to compare other 
fractions.

capacity The maximum amount that a 
container can hold.

center The middle part or point of something.

circle
A two-dimensional figure that consists
of all points that are all the same
distance from a point. The point is
called the center of the circle.

Term Definition Example
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common denominator
A common multiple of the
denominators of two or more
fractions; the denominator is the
number below the fraction bar in a
fraction.

common factor
A number that is a factor of two or
more numbers. The number that
divides evenly into two or more
numbers.

common multiple A number that is a multiple of two or 
more numbers.

Term Definition Example
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commutative property
For two addends in addition, changing
the order of the addends does not
change the sum. For two factors in
multiplication, changing the order of
the factors does not change the
product.

composite figure One figure that can be shown as two 
or more combined figures.

composite number
A whole number with factors other
than itself and 1. 12 is a composite
number because it has factors 1, 2, 3,
4, 6, and 12.
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cone

A three-dimensional (solid) shape with
a circular base and a curved surface
that tapers to a point called the
vertex. A cone with the height
perpendicular to the base is called a
right cone. If the vertex is not
perpendicular to the base it is called
an oblique cone.

coordinate pair

A pair of numbers of the form (x, y) 
that locate a point in the coordinate 
plane. The first coordinate or x-
coordinate is the distance left or right 
from the origin (0, 0), and the second 
coordinate or y-coordinate is the 
distance up or down from the origin. 
The coordinate pair is also called an 
ordered pair.

coordinate plane

A two-dimensional flat surface, or 
plane, with two perpendicular lines 
called axes intersecting at a point 
called the origin. The two axes divide 
the plane surface into four sections 
called quadrants. Position or location 
on the coordinate plane is designated 
by ordered pairs of coordinates. See 
coordinate pair.
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corresponding angles Angles of similar or congruent figures 
that have the same relative position 
and the same measure.

corresponding sides
Corresponding sides of congruent
figures have the same relative
position and are equal in length.

Corresponding sides of similar figures
have the same relative position with
lengths that are proportional.

cost An amount of money to be paid in 
exchange for an item or service.

Term Definition Example
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cube A three-dimensional figure with six 
congruent square faces.

cup
A unit of measurement for capacity, or 
liquid volume, that is often used in 
cooking equal to 8 fluid ounces or 16 
tablespoons; a container used to hold 
beverages.

customary measurement system
A system of measurement used in the
United States. The basic units of
length are are inch, foot, yard, and
mile. The basic units of weight are
ounce, pound, and ton. The basic units
of capacity are cup, pint, quart, and
gallon.

cylinder
A three-dimensional shape with two
congruent parallel bases in the shape
of a circle. The curved surface
connects the two circles and is a
rectangle, which you can see if the
curved surface is cut vertically and
laid flat.
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data
A collection of numbers or values that
relate to a particular subject.
Information such as counts,
measurements, and ratings that are
collected and analyzed to answer
questions.

decimal

The numbers we use are decimal 
numbers because there are 10 digits 
(0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9). A decimal 
point is used to separate the whole 
number part of a number and the part 
that is less than 1 whole. The digits to 
the right of a decimal are fractions of 
1 whole.

decompose (decomposition) To break apart into parts or pieces.

degree
A degree is the unit of measure for an angle. A complete
rotation of
one ray or line segment from another is 360 degrees. So one degree is
 1

360      of a rotation.
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demand (of a product)
The amount of goods or services 
consumers are willing to buy at a 
given price during a specific period of 
time.

denominator
The number below the fraction bar in 
a fraction that shows the number of 
equal-sized parts the whole has been 
divided into.

diagonal
A line segment that connects two
vertices of a polygon. The diagonal is
not a side of the polygon, so it does
not connect vertices that are next to
each other.

diagram A drawing or graphic used to 
represent relationships.

diameter A line segment through the center of a 
circle with endpoints on the circle.
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difference The result of subtraction. It is also the
distance between numbers on a
number line.

digit The symbols 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
and 9 that are used to write 
numbers.

dimensions
Attributes such as length,width, and
height. A line has one dimension:
length. A rectangle has two
dimensions: length and width. A
rectangular prism has three
dimensions: length, width, and height.

distance The length of something between two 
points.
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divide

To separate a number into equal parts
or equal groups. Division can be used
to find the number in each group or
the number of groups. Example: There
are 16 marbles divided into 2 groups.
There are 8 marbles in each group.
Example: There are 16 marbles. There
are 2 marbles in each group. There
are 8 groups of marbles.

dividend
The name for the number that is being
divided. In a division expressed as a
fraction, the numerator is the
dividend. In the long division format, it
is the number under the partial
rectangle.

divisor A number by which another number is
being divided.

dot plot
A graph that shows data as dots, or
points above a number line. The data
values are usually listed below a
horizontal axis, and the dots are
stacked vertically for the data points.
The number of dots tell you the
number of instances of that value.
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double To add the same amount twice or to 
multiply an amount by 2.

dozen Twelve of something; a group of 12.

earn To receive or gain something in return 
for work or services.

edge A line segment that is formed when 
two faces of a three-dimensional 
figure meet.

elapsed time
The amount of time that has passed
between a starting time and the
ending time. The elapsed time can be
expressed in seconds, minutes, hours,
days, or longer.

Term Definition Example
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endpoint The point at the beginning of a ray 
and the points on either end of a line 
segment.

equal
When two expressions or quantities
have the same value. The equal
symbol ( = ) means that two
expressions have the same value.

equation
A mathematical sentence with an
equal sign that shows that two
expressions have equal values. There
are different kinds of equations such
as linear and quadratic.

equilateral triangle A triangle with all three sides the 
same length.
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equivalent Equal in value or size.

equivalent expressions Expressions that represent the same 
value.

equivalent fractions

Fractions that are equal in value but
may have different numerators and
denominators. Note: When two
fractions are equivalent, the
numerator and denominator have the
same relationship and represent the
same part of a whole. Equivalent
fractions represent the same location
on a number line.

Term Definition Example
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estimate A value that represents about how
much something is. 

evaluate

To find the value of an expression. To
do this, substitute the given or known
value of each variable into the
expression and perform the operations
according to the order of operations.
The answer represents the value of
the expression for the given values of
the variables.

even (number) A number divisible by 2; numbers that 
end in 0, 2, 4, 6, or 8.
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expanded form (place value)
When a number is expressed as the
sum of its place value parts. It can
also be expressed as a sum of the
products of each digit and its place
value, or as a sum of the products of
each digit with the place value written
as a power of 10.

exponent

A number that indicates the number 
of times another number (the base) is 
to be used as a factor. 

When the exponent is 2, we say the 
base is squared. If the exponent is 3, 
we say the base is cubed. For 
exponents greater than 3, we say the 
base to the "nth" power. In the 
example, we would say 3 to the fourth 
power and four "x" squared.

expression
A mathematical statement that
represents a number or quantity.
Expressions may include numbers,
variables, and operators. An
expression does not include an equal
symbol.

face A face of a polygon is the flat surface 
of a three-dimensional figure.
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fact family

A fact family is a set of related
addition-subtraction equations or
multiplication-division equations. Fact
families consist of 3 numbers that
show either the addition/subtraction
relationship among them or the
multiplication/division relationship
among them. Fact families show the
relationship of inverse operations.

factor
As a noun: A whole number, quantity,
or variable that is multiplied by one or
more whole numbers, quantities, or
variables. As a verb or action: To
factor is to break a number apart into
its factors.

factor pair Two whole numbers that are 
multiplied together to make a 
specified product.

factor rainbow A display of factor pairs of a number 
using colorful arcs to connect the 
factors.

factor table A chart used to show pairs of numbers 
that can be multiplied together to 
make a specified product.
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factor tree A diagram used to show the factors 
and prime factors of a number.

fewer A smaller number of something.

fifth One of five equal parts of something.

figure (geometric) Any point, line, shape, or solid.
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formula
A rule that represents a mathematical
relationship; usually written with
variables to represent the related
quantities.

fourth One of four equal parts.

fraction

A number that is expressed in the
form a⁄b where b does not equal 0.
Fractions name a part of a whole or 
part of a set. The top number
(numerator) is the number of parts 
taken or being considered; the bottom 
number (denominator) tells the 
number of equal parts in one whole. 
On a number line, a fraction with a 
numerator less than the denominator 
lies between 0 and 1.

frequency The number of times something
occurs or happens.
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gallon A standard unit of measurement used
to measure liquid volume.

gram A metric unit of measurement for 
mass or weight.

graph
A pictorial representation of a
mathematical relationship. A graph
can be a point on a number line, a line
on a coordinate grid, a part of a plane,
or it can be a representation of data
such as a line plot, bar graph, dot plot,
scatter plot, or box and whiskers plot.

greater than More than or bigger. The symbol > means 
greater than.
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half (halves) One of two equal parts.

handspan The distance from the tip of the thumb
to the tip of the pinky finger when the
hand is stretched out.

horizontal

Parallel to the ground or the horizon. 
On a coordinate plane, the x-axis is 
the horizontal axis. It is perpendicular 
to the vertical axis. All lines that are 
parallel to the x-axis are also 
horizontal. Moving in a horizontal 
direction means to move left or right 
along the x-axis or a line parallel to 
the x-axis.

hour A unit of measurement for time.
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hundred A value that defines and represents 
100 units.

hundredth A value that defines and represents 
of a unit.

hundredth grid (decimal grid) A 10 × 10 grid, also called a decimal
grid, that can be used to model
hundredths, decimals, or percentages.

hypotenuse The side of a right triangle that is
opposite the right angle; the longest
side of a right triangle.

Term Definition Example
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identity property of addition
The identity property of addition
states that when you add 0 to a
number, the result is the original
number. The number 0 is called the
additive identity.

identity property of multiplication
The identity property of multiplication
states that when you multiply a
number by 1, the result is the original
number. The number 1 is called the
multiplicative identity.

improper fraction Fractions with a value greater than 1.
The numerator is greater than the
denominator.

inch A unit of measurement for length in 
the US customary system.

Term Definition Example
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inequality

A sentence that contains an inequality
symbol. When symbols ≠ , ≤ , < , ≥ ,
>, and ≈ are used in a mathematical
sentence, the sentence is called an
inequality. An inequality can contain
numbers, variables, or both. Inequality
symbols are defined as follows: ≠ not
equal to; > is greater than; < is less
than; ≥ is greater than or equal to; ≤
is less than or equal to; ≈
approximately equal to.

integers
Numbers without a fractional or
decimal part. Integers can be positive
or negative. Zero is also an integer.
Examples: 4 and -4 are integers. 412
and -4.5 are not integers.

intersection Where two figures meet or cross each 
other.
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interval
An interval is the space between two
numbers. On a ruler, the intervals
represent the smallest unit of the
ruler. On a number line an interval
represents the space between two
numbers. This space has an infinite
number of numbers.

inverse operations
Operations that "undo" each other.
Addition and subtraction are inverse
operations. Multiplication and division
are inverse operations.

isosceles triangle A triangle with two sides that are the
same length.

key
A key is used to help interpret a
graphical display. For example, a key
is used to identify categories present
in a graph, such as a pictograph. In a
pictograph, the key tells how many
each picture represents.

least common denominator The least common multiple of two or
more denominators. Also called the
LCD.
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legs The legs of a right triangle are the
sides that form the right angle. The
legs are perpendicular to each other.

less than Smaller than or not as big. The symbol 
< means less than.

line
A line is a set of points that form a
straight path extending infinitely in
two directions. A line has length but
no width.

line of symmetry
A line of symmetry divides a figure
into two halves that are mirror-images
of each other. A figure may have zero,
one, two, or more lines of symmetry.
In regular polygons, the number of
lines of symmetry match the number
of sides of the polygon.

line plot
A graph that shows the spread of data
along a number line using Xs or dots
above a number to represent a data
set. The Xs show the number of times
the value occurs in that data set. 
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line segment
A line segment is part of a line
between two points. We name the line
segment using its endpoints (example
line segment AB) and we write it by
placing a bar over the labels for the
endpoints.

long division Long division is a step-by-step way to
divide multi-digit numbers.

mass

The mass of an object is a measure of
the amount of matter the object
contains. Grams (g) are units of mass.
Mass is commonly measured by the
weight of the object. Weight can
change depending on gravity, but
mass is constant. An object weighs
less on the Moon than on Earth, but its
mass stays the same.

mental math Simplifying or making calculations in 
your head without paper, pencil, or 
calculators.
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meter The base unit of length for the metric
system. One meter is equal to 100
centimeters.

metric system

The Metric system is a system of
measurement of length, mass, and
capacity. The basic unit of length is
the meter. The unit of mass is the
gram. The unit of capacity is the liter.
The ratio between the units of
measurement are multiples of 10. For
example: 10 millimeters = 1
centimeter.

mile A standard unit of measurement for 
length in the US customary system.

Term Definition Example
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minute A standard unit of measurement for 
time equivalent to 60 seconds.

mixed number
A number that represents the sum of
a whole number and a fraction. A
mixed number is between two whole
numbers greater than 1 on the
number line.

model To represent mathematical ideas and
relationships using drawings, objects,
graphs, or equations.

multiple
A multiple of a number is the product
of a given whole number and a whole
number or integer. If the given whole
number is 4, then 12 is a multiple of 4
because 4×3 = 12, and 32 is a
multiple of 4 because 4×8 = 32.
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multiplicative identity
The multiplicative identity is the
number 1, because any number times
1 is equal to itself. (See identity
property of multiplication.)

multiply
To multiply is to find the total number
or quantity in equal groups.
Multiplication is one of the four basic
operations with numbers. It can be
thought of as repeated addition.

number line A line where each point represents a
number.

numerator

The integer above the line, or fraction
bar, that shows how many parts are
being considered out of the number of
equal-sized parts indicated by the
denominator. It is also the number to
be divided by the denominator. For ¾
the numerator 3 is divided by the
denominator 4.
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obtuse angle An angle with a measure greater than
90° and less than 180°.

odd (number)
A whole number that cannot be shown 
as two equal groups; a number that is 
not divisible by 2; numbers that end 
with 1, 3, 5, 7, or 9.

operation

An act upon two numbers to produce
a number. The four basic operations of
arithmetic are addition, subtraction,
multiplication, and division. The
resulting numbers produced are called
sum, difference, product and quotient.
These are binary operations because
they involve adding, subtracting,
multiplying or dividing only two
numbers at a time.

Term Definition Example
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order of operations

The order of operations is a set of
rules for simplifying an expression
with more than one operation. First,
simplify any operations in
parentheses. Second, simplify
exponents. Third, simplify
multiplication and division from left to
right. Fourth, simplify addition and
subtraction from left to right.

origin
The point where the horizontal and
vertical axes intersect on a coordinate
plane. The origin has the coordinate
(0, 0).

ounce
A standard unit of measurement for 
mass in the US customary system 
which is often used for measuring 
weight; abbreviated as oz.

overestimate A method of rounding that increases 
all values.

Term Definition Example
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parallel lines Lines in the same plane that never
intersect. The symbol for parallel is ║.
We say Line AB ║ Line CD.

parallelogram A quadrilateral in which both pairs of
opposite sides are parallel.

parentheses Parentheses are grouping symbols
that indicate in what order operations
should be performed.

pattern A list of shapes or numbers that are
predictable. There are different kinds
of patterns.
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perimeter
The sum of the lengths of all of the
sides of a polygon. The sides are
measured in linear units such as feet,
yards, or meters.

perpendicular
Two lines, rays, or line segments that
intersect to form right angles. To
indicate that they are perpendicular, a
little square is placed at the
intersection.

pint A standard unit of measurement for 
liquid volume in the US customary 
system.

place value
The place value of a digit is the value
of the digit based on its position in the
number. In the base-ten numeration
system, the digit 2 in 526 is in the
tens place and has a value of 20.

plane A flat, two-dimensional non-curved
surface that extends infinitely far. It
has length and width but no thickness.
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p.m. A time after noon and before
midnight. Example: 8:00 p.m. means 8
o'clock at night.

point
It is an exact location. It has no size,
only position. We use dots to
represent points. Each point on the
coordinate plane has two coordinates
and is written as an ordered pair.

polygon
A polygon is a closed, two-dimensional
figure formed by line segments so
that each of the segments intersects
exactly two other segments at their
endpoints. The line segments are
called sides of the polygon. A polygon
has three or more sides.

Term Definition Example

Vocabulary Word List
Grades 3-5



pound

powers of ten

prime factorization

prism

A standard unit of measurement for 
mass in the US customary system, 
which is often used to measure 
weight; abbreviated as lb.

The number obtained by raising 10 to 
a whole-number power. The exponent 
tells how many times 10 is a factor.

Factoring a number into its prime 
factors. Each whole number has 
exactly one set of prime factors.

A three-dimensional shape with two 
parallel congruent bases that are 
polygons and lateral faces that are 
rectangles or parallelograms. The 
shape of the bases gives the prism its 
name. Example: Triangular prism, 
hexagonal prism.
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product The result you get when you multiply
two numbers.

profit To obtain an advantage or benefit; the 
money earned after deducting 
expenses from the total income.

proportional Describes quantities that correspond 
in size or amount, or have the same 
ratio.

Term Definition Example

Vocabulary Word List
Grades 3-5



pyramid
A three-dimensional figure with a
polygon for a base and triangular
lateral faces that meet at a point
called the vertex.

quadrants
The four sections into which the
coordinate plane is divided by the
horizontal and vertical axes. The axes
are not parts of the quadrants.

quadrilateral
Polygons with four sides are called
quadrilaterals. Different quadrilaterals
are named for the relationships of
angles and sides.

quotient
When two numbers are divided, the
result is called the quotient. If there is
a remainder, it is not considered part
of the quotient.

ray A part of a line with one endpoint and
that extends infinitely in one direction.
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rectangle
A quadrilateral with four right angles.
The opposite sides are parallel and
congruent.

rectangular prism
Also called a right rectangular prism.
It is a prism with top and bottom
bases that are congruent and parallel
rectangles. All of the faces are
rectangles.

regroup
To make groups of tens, hundreds,
thousands, etc. when adding,
subtracting, or multiplying multi-digit
numbers. Regrouping is also called
partitioning.
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regular polygon
A regular polygon is a polygon that is
equilateral (all sides equal in length)
and equiangular (all angles have the
same measure).

related facts Information that connects ideas or 
numbers.

remainder
The remainder is a whole number that
is left after one whole number is
divided by another and the divisor
does not divide the dividend exactly.

represent To stand for or act in the place of.

Term Definition Example

Vocabulary Word List
Grades 3-5



result An outcome, consequence, or 
conclusion; something that happens 
because of something else.

rhombus A quadrilateral with four congruent
sides. A rhombus with right angles is a
square.

right angle An angle that measures 90°.

right prism
A prism whose lateral faces form right
angles with the bases. If the faces are
not at right angles to the bases, then
the prism is called an oblique prism.

Term Definition Example
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right triangle A triangle that has one right or 90°
angle.

round (a value) A method of approximating a number
to a specific place value. The result of
rounding is an estimate.

scalene triangle A triangle with no two sides the same
length.

scale (on a graph)
The scale is the size of the units on an
axis of a coordinate grid or number
line. The numbers are placed at fixed
distances and tell how many.
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scatter plot A graph of plotted points that show
the relationship between two sets of
data.

shape The form of an object.

side of a polygon
The sides of a polygon are the line
segments that form the polygon. All
sides are connected to two other sides
at their endpoints.
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simplest form (fraction) A fraction that has only 1 as a
common factor of both the numerator
and denominator.

sixth One of six equal parts of an object; 
describes the number 6 in a series.

solution The answer to a problem; a liquid that 
contains two or more substances.

solve To find the answer to a problem.
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speed A measurement of how fast an object 
is moving; a ratio comparing distance 
and time.

sphere
A three-dimensional shape whose
surface consists of all the points that
are a given distance from a fixed point
that is the center of the sphere.

square
A quadrilateral that is equilateral and
equiangular. A square is also a
parallelogram, a rectangle, and a
rhombus.
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square unit
A square for measuring areas that 
has side lengths of one unit. For 
example, the area of a rectangle is 
the number of square units that fill 
the space inside a rectangle.

standard form To write in the most commonly 
accepted way.

straight angle A straight angle is an angle that
measures one-hundred eighty
degrees. The rays form a straight line.

Term Definition Example

Vocabulary Word List
Grades 3-5



subtract When you subtract, you find the
difference or distance between two
numbers.

sum The sum is what the result or answer
is called when numbers are added.

symbol A mark, shape, sign, or character that 
represents an object or an idea.

Term Definition Example
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symmetry
A figure is symmetrical if you can
draw a line through it that produces
two mirror images.

See reflection symmetry and
rotational symmetry.

tally marks
A symbol used to keep count of 
something, often shown as little lines 
in a table.
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temperature A measurement of how hot or cold 
someone or something is.

ten A value that defines and represents 10 
units.
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tenth A value that defines and represents of 
a unit; divided equally into ten parts.

ten thousand A value that defines and represents 
10,000 units.

term Each part of an expression between 
operation symbols is called a term.

Term Definition Example
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third One of three equal parts; describes 
the number 3 in a series.

thousand A value that defines and represents 
1,000 units.

thousandth
A value that defines and represents 

 of a unit; divided equally into one 
thousand parts.
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total The sum of two or more numbers or
the product of two or more numbers.

trapezoid A quadrilateral with at least one pair 
of parallel sides.

twice Two times the amount.

unequal Not equal to something in size, shape,
or amount. The symbol for unequal is
≠.
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unit cube

unit fraction

unit (of measurement)

unknown

A cube whose edges are 1 unit long. It 
is usually the unit of measure for 
volume.

A unit fraction is a fraction with a 
numerator of 1. It represents one part 
of the total number of equal parts of a 
whole. 
Examples: , , and  are all unit 
fractions.

What is used to measure something 
as a standard of measurement.

Not aware of or familiar with; a 
quantity that is not defined.

Term Definition Example
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value How much something is worth; a 
number; to have a high opinion of 
something or someone.

Term Definition Example

Vocabulary Word List
Grades 3-5



vertex

vertical

volume

week

Term Definition

There are several definitions for 
vertex. (1) A point common to two 
sides of a polygon. (2) A point 
common to two edges of a polyhedron 
such as a prism or pyramid. (3) The 
apex of the tip of a cone. (4) A 
common point shared by two sides of 
an angle. (5) The greatest point or 
lowest point where the parabola 
intersects the axis of symmetry of the 
parabola. The plural of vertex is 
vertices.

At right angles to the horizon. On an 
xy-coordinate grid, lines that run top 
to bottom. The vertical axis is the y-
axis.

The measure of the interior space of a 
three-dimensional figure. Volume is 
usually measured in cubic units such 
as cubic centimeters or cubic inches. 
Capacity is the volume of a container 
and is measured in units of liquid 
measure such as liters or fluid ounces.

A standard unit of measurement for 
time equal to seven days.

Example
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weight How heavy an object is.

whole All of something.

whole numbers

A whole number belongs to the set {0,
1, 2, 3, …}. It is an infinite set. Whole
numbers are a subset of integers and
integers are a subset of real numbers.
Real numbers are a subset of rational
numbers. In a decimal number that is
greater than 1, the part to the left of
the decimal is referred to as the whole
number part of the decimal. So in
3.75, three is the whole number part
of the number.
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width The measurement of an object from 
one side to the other.

word form Using words instead of digits to write a 
number.
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x-axis
The horizontal number line in a 
coordinate system. The coordinates of 
points on the x-axis have zero as the 
y-coordinate. Points (2, 0), (-4, 0), and
(3.5, 0) are ordered pairs for points on
the x-axis.

Term Definition Example
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yard A standard unit of measurement for
length in the US customary system

y-axis The vertical number line in a 
coordinate system. The coordinates of 
points on the y-axis have zero as the 
x-coordinate.
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year The length of time that it takes Earth
to go around the sun; equal to 365
days or 366 days during a leap year

zero A value that represents having
nothing; the word form of the number
0; where a function has the value of 0

Term Definition Example
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zero property

Zero Property of Addition:  For all
numbers, the sum of zero and any
number is equal to that number (n + 0
= n). It is also called the Identity
Property of Zero in Addition. 

Zero Property of
Multiplication: For all numbers, the
product of any number and zero is
equal to zero (n × 0 = 0).
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